
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.
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Tu the Editor of the Dispatch :

1 undertook to point out in a recent
article bow unrestrained tbs assessors
aw wbo determine and fix, every five,
years, tbs value of real estate aa a basis
fer taxation. 1 showed that their de-
cfttiona were not subject to revision in
tbs interest nf the public revenues;
tbat their work was not supervised by
soy tribunal in behalf cf the state and
sould not bs called in question except
bj private individuals who may think
tbat too brgb or too low a valuation
baa been put upon their lands. Thc
valuations of tbe assessors, however
low ibey may be, however much too

lorr, are tobe taken for live years as

tbs true Usable value of the
lands. Tbe commissioners of the
r« venue, wbo jenny thereafter
at,ake off tba land-books, are required
to b* governed by the valuations of the
assessors, which the law says -shall
bc permanent and shall not be changed.
except to allow the addition of the value
of improvements, or a total or partial
deduction of the talus of such im¬
provements/' In roakjogoff his land-
books tbe comniiss'.ciicr is required to
add " tbe value of any building and en¬

closure not theretofore assessed, ir
found to be Of thc value of J100 and
upwards,''and to add the value of all
tew buildings " at their actual value at
tba time sf assessment." He cannot
_take any deductions on account of
satural dacay or other causes, unless
tbe building and enclosure " has been
eitber wholly destroyed or decreased
in value below fliK), or where
the value of the building has been
impaired by violence to the extent of
8100 or upwards"; but in these
events he shall make proper deductions.
Now, one would expect, under such re¬

quirements and restrictions as these.
that all the counties without exception
would show an increase, greater or

lass, from year to year, as the value of
improvements was added to their land-
books ; and yet it appears from the ta¬
ble given in the Dispatch of September
13lb last that there are at least twenty
counties in which the land-book values
are less in 18*M than they were in 1880
(in fonie cases many thousand less);
and many other counties where the ad¬
dition in four years amounts to but a

few hundred dollars, where one would
look for many thousands. I do not
name theseJcount_s. because thc figures
of the Dispatch table may be in some

instances incoirect. I will simply say,
however, that Henrico, which shows
an increase of taxable real values of
$230,000between Island 184*5, shows
a decrease of values of $1,000 between
I**-*-*.1 and l*is4, which indicates no im¬
provements during those four years, or

at lust more destructions than improve¬
ments.
The fact is, the yearly land-books of

the commisstoners are sujocted to no

proper supervision. True- they arc re¬

quired to be laid before the supervisors,
but this Hoard is only directed to
" compare each copy of the land-book
with tbe land-book of the preceding
(or every fifth)year with the books re¬

turned by the land-assessor, with the
records of the clerk's oflice when ne¬

cessary, and with such transcripts, .v.c.,
from the records of other ollices as the
commissioner shall lay before them."
They are not required to inquire dili¬
gently whether all improvements have
been added at their .-actual value,"
and what deductions have been made
for losses, and whether properly made ;
and we suspect tbat in many cases the
examination is at best perfunctory.
Now, 1 sturdily maintain that nil

through the State, in cities and in
counties, and especially in the former,
all real estate should be assessed bon-
aatly at its .* cash value " in the man¬
ner now prescribed by law for ascer¬

taining said ''cash value," and that all
improvements should be added from
year to year at their "actual value.'"
Any departure anywhere from a uni¬
form, unbending rule leads to all man¬
ner of injustice to the State, and to in¬
justice and inequality of burden as
between the counties. The arguments
in favor of an invariable rule of assess¬
ment at .'cash value," aa determined
bj tbe law, are unanswerable. It ful¬
fils the requirement of the Constitu¬
tion that .. taxation shall be equal and
uniform." If it should largely in¬
crease thc taxable values of the State,
sa it would undoubtedly do.and we
fear bare is the rub.-it would enable
tbe Legislature to reduce the rjj*» of

V,m°>!°' *""'" *"r*"' "h""
.jj v"«»» . a great inducement to

eapiUl to seek our borders for invest¬
ment in industrial enterprises. It
would enlarge our school funds, and
thus greatly improve our schools,
which we all are, or at least pretend
to bc, heartily in favor of doing.
Again: School funds are contributed by
counties and cities according to proper¬
ty, and distributed according to num¬

bera, bo that some cities and counties
pay into the Treasury on this account
greatly more than is ever returned to
them. It would certainly go far to

satisfy tbe richer counties and cities
with thin system if they know that the
lass wealthy counties did at least con¬

tribute dollar for dollar, according to
their means, to the Treasury ; which at
present many of them are certainly not
doing. Thia same remark is appli¬
cable also to the matter of " criminal
charges," which in some of the coun¬
ties (as appears from the table lately
laid before the House of Delegates) ac¬

tually exceeded in the year lo\*>5 the
whole land and property tax which
tbey paid into the Treasury.

Finally, the honest assessment of
real-estate valusa ia due to the owners
of pomonal property, especially bonded
property. There are a good many
peopl* whose circumstances require
them to be bondholders, and who are
not "bloated bondholders." either, by a

elsi deal. Why should such au one
, for rnsUnce. required to pay taxes

8- $5»000 tn solvent bonds at their face
raise, when tbe owner of $5,000 in
land holde bia possessions at a valua¬
tion asj of $2,500, which some good-
tut.red assessor har put upon it, and
para Uxoa accordingly upon that par¬tial valnationr ThiB undervaluation
Of rsa! esUte ia especially unjugt to

. tbs bondholders living in citieB, where
\th* rsU of local Uxation ia gen-|.rolly vorj high: for now. by law
ft March, 1877. (why pasaed I
lura sever understood.) the assessment
«i twul property for local taxation can
te M ssas exceed tho State aatsesament.
WS bars known is ona of our Virginia
SBSBflf tbs bolder of a #ii,000 C per cent,
beard, yielding $300 per annum, pay a

Js»tfat t_i into tbs city treasury than
jfea ***** of s #10,000 bouse, yielding
|_,0OO psr annum rsnt, for tbs reason

-»Ub* 15,000 bond bad to bs given ta
af #.000, uodsr oath, whit* ths $10.00"

srw uAsoesedwt Um than $5,000;
tbs rsrsoiie* of our citlsa ar.
Car tbs aasst part for tbs baa-

lilt more (sithfullj for taxatiou sll
bond*, kc, snd other personal proper¬
ty. We think the iticces*! of this effort
would be very much promoted by re¬

quiring fsitbful valuation* of real estate.
The everege man is quite reluctant to
render s bond for fetation at its fare
raine wh*n bi* neighbor's real estate,
which ia far better security, ie assessed
it one half or two thirds of its value.
n iTtehow he can't nee the justice of it,
and 80 meybe keeps quiet altogether
about his bond. Honesty is undoubt¬
edly tbe right thing and the best policy
at all times and under all circum¬
stance.-:, rnfairneii lends to snlairness.
while honest dealing is promotive of
honest dealing. Let our legislature.
for the power and the duty are both
theirs.insist upon honest land valua¬
tions. They can accomplish much in
this direction if they will, and this
would, in the nature of thing*, lead to a
more general disclosure of bonded pro¬
perty and other personal values.

Fro Bono PtTBlicO.
On I .ind A*s.-..sii,< ,il> | [., lr lii.i|ii iii

ty tim: iii|ii«ii. .

To the Edttor of thc Dispatch :

There is much in the present linancial
condition of Yirgfhia which is neither
commendable nor encouraging. Thc
number of defaults which have occurred
among the collectors of her revenues in¬
dicates a bad state of morals, while the
confusion that is said to exist in some

ol her public offices *nd Ibo large ac¬

cumulation of delinquent-land taxes,
which many of Ihe people are now pro-
teMiic-* against the payment of, seems

to proclaim very great looseness and
neglect in the management of her affairs.
1 will not pause to assign a reason for
this lax state of things, lest I should
offend some who honestly believe that
the sovereign rights of the State require
to be more carefully looked after just
now than her sovereign duties.

Hut tin-re i.s a matter of the largest
importance to her welfare, second to
none that could possibly enlist the wis¬
den, and IMfg* of her (ieneral Assem¬
bly, which I should like to bring to
their attention. I refer to the land as¬
sessments, which constitute tho major
portion of ber taxable values, and
which, as now ascertained, are unjust
to the revenues of the State and ope¬
rate unequally and unfairly as among
the counties and as between the own¬
ers of real and personal property.
Fuithcr on I shall speak of what the
Constitution and the law4", prescribe,
but in the outset let us look at what is
disclosed by the assessments of thc hst
ten j ears:
in ii-7A ihe lund BBBsesmsnl
ol tbs rauntte* wsa 1181.470.847

I inti ol ile cities was 00 171 IBO

Tots] .1841,041
In 1880 we all know that a deter¬

mined effort was made by the then
dominant party, where.er they hid the
power, to make as small a show of
values as was possible, accordingly.
II issn tlc atsessm. ni ol th*
eouiitii s wns. $170 t t- 9_4

ll.ni ..I tue citle. \,hs. 0l.S34.0-i7
iot*!.ftu see on

a eeenuoetn liva year* rn 111,718.141,
In lKs,*, ihe assessment "! the

linties «»- ||gg I81.8S4
'lhat of the cities was . 80.Slg.41l

Totai.t8es.Me.ee7
\n Incteaoe msr lsfeo of 188.081 7 ic

But note The city valuations in-
created between 1878 and 1880 by

-.477. and further increased bs-
tvt ten 1880 and 1888 by $16,601,386,
making a total increase in ten years ol'
$19,960,863, while the valuation ol the
counties lg still $3,949,562 lett than it
was ten years ago.
Can any one believe that under the

general improvement and development
of the resources of our Stale in the last
decade, consequent upon the building of
railroads, the opening up of mines, and
the better culture of lands, the real es¬
tate of the counties, if properly esti¬
mated, would appear to be less by three
millions than it was ten years ago,
while that of tbe cities has. in the same
time, increased by nearly twenty mil¬
lions, or about 33 per cent f

Let na look at the counties separately.
The following, thirty-eight in number,
show an increase over the values of
187"i.to wit: Accomack, Allegheny.
Augusta, Bath, Buchanan, Campbell,
Charles City, Clarke, Craig, Elizabeth
City, Fauquier. Frederick, Greensville,
Halifax, Henrico, Henry, Isle of Wight,
King and I'ueen, King William, Nanse-
mond, New Kent, Northumberland,
P»ge, Patrick, I'ittsylvania, Princess
Aunt, Pulaski. Rockingham, Russell.
Southampton, Surry, Sussex, Tazewell,
Warren, Warwick, Westmoreland.
Wise, and Wythe. All the others,
sixty-two in number, show smaller
valuations than in J .*-"7.">.
The following counties, eighteen in

number, show smaller valuations than

[n .'t'5 ir in IsHi'4.to wit: Bland,
'Jotetonrt, Buckingham, Charlotte,
Chesterfield, Cumberland, Franklin,
Gloucester, -raygon, Highland, Lancas¬
ter, Lunenburg. Madison. Montgomery,
Powhatan, Prince Edward, Rappahan-
nock, and York. The rest, eighty-two
in number, show (with three exceptions)
an increase, though in many cases v cry
unall. on tbe values of 1880.
Now, the counties in both these lists

are from all portions of the State, aud
what is especially striking is that is
both lists we find counties which we

should have less expected to sec there
than others which do not appear. The
bet is that whatever may cause sur¬

prise results not from any waut of fair
08S]jn| on the part of the rotfnties,.nor
even necessarily of their officers, but
from the loose and unguarded manner
in which assessments are made, and the
fact that they are 'subjected to no ex¬

amination, comparison, or supervision
of any kind on behalf of the Stat..

Without meaning to be invidious, let
us examine tbe returns from two or

three ol the counties. Let us take the
prosperous county of Montgomery, in
one of tbe most favored sections of thu
State : Its assessment in 1878 was

$2,819,833.77 ; in 1>*"<.» it was $2,019,-
803.s4.showing S decrease of $799,-
968.98. In 1885 itww $1,927,188.04,
showing a further decrease of $'12,-
''Tci.so, snd s total decresse since 1875
of -.8<»2,G45.72, or nesrly SS per cent.
Another notable fact in this connection
is that the commissioner's books of this
county for I."-4?. 8how (if the table pub¬
lished in the Dispatch of September
13th last be correct) only <j>."iU8.41
credited to improvements in this county
in four yean, between 1880 and 1884.
Can this by sny possibility do justice
to the fact? Pulaski, sn sdjoining
county, increased in values between
1875 snd 1«M> ia tbe sum of $9,808,
snd still further increased in the last
five years in the sum of $147,806.
Wythe also increased $31,884 between
1875 and 18*0, snd further increased
$420,.78 in the last five years. Roa¬
noke, also adjoining Montgomery, shows
an increase in each period of five years.
Kow consider the flourishing county

of Botetourt: Its reel astute s-«sbs-
mmt in 1875 wsa $2,45*. ,'.'32. In 1880
it was $2,258,280, s decrease of $200.-
645. In I-*.*-;, it wsa $2,247.45ti, a
further decresssof $1<>,830. Then note
thst in Botetourt in 18*4 tbe commis¬
sioner's books ¦.bowed the real estele
values to be $2,3118,703, nu increase of
$60,417 for tbe iinprovernonu of four
yuri; but the reuieeement of 1885

of which Feventy-five miles have been
constructed in the last Un jean.
.Sure!j there must hare added very con¬

siderably to the valuo of iU lands.
But these details are tedious, and for

this reason alone I forbear from further
like illustrations, whi* h are plentifully
at band.
Why is it that such unfairness and

inequality occur in the land valuations t
It certainly is not for lack of constitu¬
tional provision or legal enactment
prescribing the duties of assessors and
commissioners. The Constitution en¬

joins that in making assessments "no

land shall ba assessed above or below
its value," and the law prescribes that
the caiih value of the lands, lots, and

the improvements thereon shall be
'fixed, by Iirst ascertaining the value
j upon the usual credits in the neigh-
boibood. and rebating legal interest

j when interest is not usually allowed on
such credits or deferred payment*."
This rule is very plain and sim-

pie, but the fact is it is generally dis¬
regarded, and some two hundred as¬

sessors throughout the Commonwealth
act each according to his own sweet
will in modifying and departing from the
sUndard of value which the law erects,
thus making the measure of value about
as variant and indeterminate as tho mea¬

sure of equity was said to be in the
carly days of that jurisdiction when it
was supposed to ho as uncertain as ehe
length af the Chancellor's feet. Hence
what the taxable value* of the lands in
any given county shall be depends upon
the uncontrolled pleasure of the asses¬
sors of that county, and, then-fore, what
revenue the State shall derive lor the
support of its government and its
schools is for the asssessors to
determine. The Legislature fixes
the rate of tax, and its members
are responsible to the people :

the assessors fix the basis of v.iluc*,
which, in fact, determines thc necessary
rate of tax, and are responsible to no¬

body. Thc law does not provide that
any one shall supervise or correct their
books or equalize the taxes as among
thc counties. However low they may
value tho landR in their respective coun¬

ties, it must stand as against thc State,
and as against all other counties and all
other tax-payers. If an " unjust stew¬
ard" gets into thc position, (and we-

have heard of such outside of the Bible,)
one who wants, perhaps, some other
ollicc. who wishes "to make for him¬
self friends of thc mammon of un¬

righteousness." all he has to do is to go
around and ascertain how much
each man in his district .' owes

unto his lord." and then maka
a gratifyirg abatement therefrom.
1 leptat that, with reference to
this all-important transsctktn, the
law makes no provision whereby un¬

dervaluations may be corrected at thc
instance of the State, and therefore the
State maj be dsprirod, without rocas ly.
of her just revenues, and the proper
burdens which belong to one commu¬

nity of people may ba .ipoasd in part
un another. The finding of an assessor
can be corrected on thc complaint of
ihe individual land-owner, and in this
elise aloi.e.

In another article I shall a*k leave
to pursue this subject and point out
more of the injustice and bad con*a*

quenoaa resulting from the DBCSItsio*
lies and from thc lack of system and
supervision in our land-aaaaiamottU.

Pbo Poko Pcrlk o.

Mimi I*. Hit' ¦..tiper Kiincili '.'

T< the Editor of the Dispatch :

The legal maxim that "where there
is a wrong there is a remedy "

may
find its application in considering the
question now confronting us as to thu
proper remedy for thc wrong intlictcd
on the State of Virginia hythe recent

"coupon" decisions of the Supreme'
Court. There is a suggestion made
editorially in the Dispatch of thc 3d
instant which strikes me favorably,
and if, as you say, it is entirely prsctUJ
cable, it seems to me that it ought to
be tried by all means. The suggestion
ia that all taxes be made payable
quarterly. Hut in order to nuke the
experiment a success it should be
done in connection with some better
method than we now have of holding
tba county and cits treasurers and
other othcers who have the collec¬
tion of the public revenue to a
stricter accountability for the faith¬
ful collection and prompt pay¬
ment of the taxes. No one who
_|b P$Jd MJ attention to this subject
can have failed to see that a* l*rge Dam*
ber of our count) treasurers COO.ac*.
their otlices not so much with reference
to tbe public interest as to making
themselves popular, and thus securing
their own, re-election, Therre is a large
class of these officers who arc noto-'
riously and incurably incompetent,
many of whom have deputies equally
incompetent. The reason for this ia
to be found in the demoralizing BflscU,
especially under the Mahone regime, of
making county otlices thc reward of
partisan political services. Bat when
to incompetency is added want of in¬
tegrity, besides an utter carelessness of
the public interests, the case his be¬
come wellnigh hopeless, unless some

means are resorted to of periodically
looking into their operations. The old
adage that" short settlenientI BSS<.I lon [
friends " is as true here as it ia certainly
true in mercantile and other business
transactions; but some legislation may
be necessary to secure and make etli-
cient these short settlements on tin-
part of county treasurers and other
ollicers who have the collection of the
public revenue. A bill or resol.ition
of inquiry has been presented to the
(General AssomUy whi. h. I think,
would go far to correct the existing
evil.viz., the appointment of a board
of experts to examine periodically the
trcBMirers' and clerks' ollices all over

the State, who will be empowered to

make a searching examination of their
books aud see how far these ollicers
are discharging their duty faithfully,
and make frequent reports to the < iov¬
ernor and first Auditor of the result
of such examination*. This board
should be appointed by tho (iovernor,
to whom they will be immediately
responsible, and should be com¬

posed of men wbo are good
accountants and of large experience,
who will do the work thoroughly and
promptly. Especially is such experience
required in tbe examination of the
clerks' otlices, many of which have fallen
into the hands of persons who are ut¬

terly incompetent, and who have
allowed the papers and business of their
offices to get into a state of deplorable
confusion.
Tbe foiegoing is ottered as in some

sort an enforcement of your views as to
a froper remedy and as likely to pro¬
duce good results in both directions.
not only in dealing with the coupon
question, but in securing a prompter
collection of the Uxes and other dues to
the Commonwealth. Oa-J-tVSK.

Tb* r_l.cr.ll-f- ol V iraiiiiit

To the Editor of the Dispatch :

Some two weeks since I wrote an
article on tba University of Virginia
under tbe signature of " Alumnus,"
which waa published in the Dispatch,
and to which M One of the Board of

there appeared -mother article, also
under the signature of " Alumnus,"
which was intended to be s reply to the
srtiele of 44 One of the Board." I
deem it due to myself to say that I sm
not the author of this las -nvned arti¬
cle ; tbet I have no knowledge who he
is, end sm in nowise responsible for it.

Person* who bare read the letter of
.. i 'ne of the Board,*' and had not read
mine, would naturally conclude that I
had mad*- a furious onslaught both on

tbe faculty and the Board of Visitors,
when the fact is tbat I had assailed
neither tbe one nor the other. 44 One
of the Hoard'1 need not hive troubled
himself to defend Professors Minor and
(abell. They need no defence. I have
known these gentlemen, man and boy.
some fifty years, and if it will siTird
any pleasure to *4 One of the Board"
to hear it, I desire to say lh*t nothing
he or I can say or do will add to or de¬
tract from the high reputation they ba v

justly obtained as able and InuitM i

professors, and as ornaments of thu
chairs &o well tilled by them.
As to the suggestion of " One of the

Hoard " tbat I tackle Colonel Venable
on ^.mixed mathematics." I desire to

say tbat when I am ready to nuke the
onslaught. I will invite him to go along
with me. If he and I together should
bc worsted in the tussle, then I think
it would bc wise to let thc Colonel
alone.

Thc truth is. Mr. Editor, that I as-
f-ailed no one in my letter. I made no

fling at the faculty, either merited or

unmerited. .My chief object in writing
it was to place before the public thc
opinion of Mr. JefFer.soti as to tha
qualifications of those wh* are called
to professorships in the I niversity: and,
secondly, to make such suggestions as
I thought might possibly sid the legis¬
lative committee in makin;: the inquiry
with which they had beon charged. I
have neither retraction nor apology to
make for anything contained in my let¬
ter. Vestigia nulla reiior nm. 1 take
no steps backward.

That there may be no mistake as to
the authorship. I sign myscli

Yours truly.
Thomai Wood.

Gharlottettille, February 7, 1886.

Pi i Inn linn > Ix nullum lons.

To the Editor of thc Dispatch:
Will you kindly allow me space in

your columns foi a few words in reply
to 4' lair Trial,*' whose very severe

philippic upon the law of examinations
befoie magistrates il found on the 2d
pige of jour issue of thc 7th instant.-

lor years, now. I Lave seen the [ra -

tical operation of the statute in cassi
wherein I have time indsgsinupi
both for the Commonwealth ind de*
fence, ami I ti ist, therefore, thst I may
at least claim to speak from an unpre¬
judiced point nf riiw when I sssert thal
an unqualified rc; -il of the law a

which "lair Trial *' invei.-hs I
be, in By judgment, a misfortune b Ith
to the Commonwealth and to prisoner!
charged with crime, and ! shall endeavor
to state hiv rsssSBI for so thinking as

briefly as possible.
It gets without asytng, 1 think, that

44 Fair Trial's" insult upon the Vir¬
ginia justice, the officer appointed by
law to execute the statute, whether
founded "r unfounded, is BO argument
Bgeinet the justice or propriety of the
law Bseuilod. If the justit 11 of .. lar
Trial's" county art- tither ignorant or

corrupt in the discharge of the dutioi
of their offit es, h" has his remedy, and
a va ry plain one it is. But it would be
a matter of deep rc.rct if a law ju-r
and commendable in itself ibsnld bc
repelled limply because one or more ol
those appointed to execute it had failed
in ihe properperforinsnce ni theirduty.
Through ignorance or carelessness, I
employ a quack to set a fractured
lnni.. and, as a result, am hilt
for life : must the whole Kielli l
of surgery be swept away, obliterated,
as a consequence? Heaven forbid!
Badly-executed laws I've always been
taught to consider better than no laws
at all but in this age, when it is io

easy to rid the Commonwealth of an

ignorant or incompetent officer, it
sounds .somewhatabsurd.doesn't it .
to plead for the repeal of a law on the
ground of its being badly executed.
And yet this is the whole burden of
"Fair Trial's" cry. Not one legiti-
mate argument, so far as I OSSOBierTe,
does bl advance in support of his posi¬
tion.
The law is. in my judgment, a com¬

mendable one.a benetit both to the
Commonwealth and the prisoner.
One would certainly gather from

".Fair Trial's " article that he heida
very high and exalted opinion of thc
dignity and importance of thc grand
j my -lol of tho gravity of its present¬
ment, ai'd of the utter insignificance of
the trial and judgment by a ^ustigc is
compared with it. I am rather dis¬
posed to ilili'er with him herc: cer¬

tainly as to thc comparative merits of
the two mt a correct test ol' guilt or in¬
nocence. The grand jury is perhaps
essentially, from its nature, a partisan
body. They hear only one side of a

case, and that always thc side of guilt.
How often do you hear judges instruct
grand jurist that it is not their prorince
to bear excusatory testimony, nor to
determine the question of guilt or in¬
nocence save to this extent : Whether
there is reason to believe that a

crime has been committed and ree-
son to charge the prisoner with its
commission. Which, then, is the tn >re

competent to arrive at a correct con¬

clusion as to the guilt or innocence of
the prisoner, thc grand jury, knowing
virtually nothing of law. with only the
Commonwealth's witnesses before them,
and assisted only by the attorney for
the Commonwealth, or the justice, who
is certainly presumed to be acquainted
with the law to some extent st least.
but who, in any event, has the assist¬
ance generally ot counsel on both sides,
and an hom st. fair presentation of the
case ' I will stake my judgment on the
justice every time, lie may sometimes
err. it i.s true.none of us are infallible
for that matter.but my experience ha*
convinced me that, with the superior
lights before him, he will oftener be
lound in tho ri.ht than the grand jury.

Hut this is not all. of the prosecu¬
tions originating in the grand-jury room

I believe nearly, if not fully, one hill"
result finally in acquittal. Unfortu¬
nately our grand juries an often made
the weapons of malice or revenge:
often, too, trivial prosecutions originate
there, which might, and doubtless would
in many instances, be disposed of by a

justice by the imposition of a small tine
or a few days in jail, and with minimum
expense to the Commonwealth.
And yet 4* Pair Trial " would have

the defendants in such cases denied the
right of preliminary examination before
a magistrate, where, if innocent, they
might, with least expense and annoyance
to themselves and to the Common wealth,
establish the fact and secure their hon¬
orable discharge; but would hgve the
Couimonweeltb and county or city put
to tbe additional costs and expense and
the defendants the extreme annoyance of
a trial in the county or corporation court.
44 Fair Trial " cites an instance, which
he tetnis sn "outrageous" one, to
support his view of the csie. I will
cit* ons or two which illustrate juat as
I...UW *l__ v.,i_iti/,n wKtrh T loira.

somewhat the worst of it, but no ap¬
parent damage to cither being done
asva the gash referred to. A there¬
upon swears out a warrant against B
for an assault and battery, which war¬

rant the justice on hearing dismissed,
dividing the costs equally between
complainant and defendant. A, not
satisfied, but burning for revenge, hies
to the County Court, pours the tale of
his wrongs into the ever-open ear of
the attorney fur the Commonwealth
with the result : an indictment
against B for a felonious and
malicious assault, and wounding,
with intrnt to maim, disfigure,
disable, and kill, and bench-warrant
accordingly, which three magistrates of
the county, on a full hearing, very pro¬
perly dismissed. I say properly, Mr.
Kditor, although, technically, the de¬
fendant was probably guilty of an as¬

sault and; battery but there was n.»

felt ny in the case, and the indictment
and bench-warrant, though possibly of
" thundering sound " to some, carried
no terrors to the justices in this ca*e.

and were in reality a travesty and a

fane. And yet "Fair Trial" would
have B sent on to the County Court
without examination, to be tried on a

charge which should never have bein
made and could never be sustained, the
dsfeS.ant harassed and annoyed, and
tbs Common*!e;ilth pot to the heavy
ezptDN of a prosecution in a court of
rei ntd simply to give the de¬
fer dant at the outside a few days
in jail, or impose a small tine, which
would, in all probability, never bc col¬
lected. This would be a fair trial,
wouldn't it? 2. Another case: Two
brothers. A and B, incensed at an injury
done to a little brother" with a friend
Bask out the aggressor. C.one of the
brothers demanding an apology, while
the others remain aside to prevent in¬
terference. The apology is refused,
and a light ensues between tho two,
ard. members of < "s family coming out
to his assistance, the fight becomes
general, no weapons save fists being
usn], however, and nothing worse

being given or recoiled on either sid"
than black eyes or bruised face. 0
and h:< family, fancying themselves
very much aggrieved, apply tr
the Contj Court and the at¬

torney for the Commonwealth with the
result : twelve indictments against
A., ll., little brother, and friend.three
against each.all charging a felonious
aiid malicious bsstklg* utting, w mn 1-
ing, Ac. with intent to maim, disfigure,
fcc, and bench-warrants accordinirly.
Three magistrate*, upon a full bearing
of these warrants, dismissed them all.
Sapporo these parties had ben dook 1
the right of preliminary tiamrnatiftn,
bm had boen taksn to tba Countj Court
and there put upon trial. The result
Would have doubtless been the .same.

except that the Commonwealth would
have Leen some huodrst. of dollsN
poorer by the e pennie nt.

I might goon, .Mr. Editor, and multi¬
ply instancsa where vexatious and
it m.luis proascotioiis of this kind have
received tbsir quietus at th': hinds of
.lino got d, hard common-sen *od county
n.n^'i-irate, (ami city, too, for that mat¬
ter. in-tead of being sent on to the
County or Corporation Court with no

other re*i.lt, save to mulct both sides
tn coats aiid expense*-, but not because
the justice's judgment in a felooj
was Boat, a* '. Fair Trial." from I
I i of his article, seems to think.
Certainly not, but bocsats tho attorney
for the Commonwealth, after his de-
<i-ii n. rarely deems it worth his while
to worry any further with tba CS98.
The very instance .. Fair Trial "

cites in illustration of his position ia an

unfortunate one. The otfence of foi
iiious aaas.Ita is. above all otbera, tha
source and cause of the evil I complain
of and of unwarranted costs and ex¬

pense to the Commonwealth, livery
one who has a bodily injury to complain
of nowadays deems it felonious and
malicious, and, while still smarting un¬

der a sense ol thc injury, it requires
little .stretch of the imagination to con¬
vince him and induce him to sweir

that it was done "with intent to
maim, disfigure, disable, and kill."
As a cunscqiicnce, this ClSMOf offsocei
alltcting the person comprise a very
large percentage of the prosecutions oc¬

curring in our courts to-day. consume
a very large portion of the time of our

OOttrtl and juries, and entail great ex¬

pense upon th.' Commonwealth : and
vet how few, comparatively, result in
verdicts of confinement in the peniten¬
tiary.how many in trilling verdicts of
from one-cent to five-dollar fines, or
from one to thirty days in jail ! I've
no doubt Mr. Witt, the able Attorney
for the Commonwealth ol' Richmond,
could give us some very interesting in¬
formation on this subject if called
upon.

If ever the hand of tho i,ei.'islat'ire
was needed, in my judgment, to inter¬
pose and stop the abuse of its process
and its laws, as well as the enormous

and unjustifiable expense, it is, I think,
in reference to this very otfence, either
by enlaiging the jurisdiction of thc
magistrate, lowering it.-i grade, or re¬

straining in some measure or mumer

tho I'luplainiiog party iii his eati.ats
of the nature cn StentOl his grievances,
or the mag.tnt. or attorney for the
Commonwealth in framing the c >'u-

plaint.
Bat saving of useless costs and ex¬

penses is not by any DMSOS tbs greate-t
benefit afforded by the statute in tic--

tion. lt, or something of its nature, ia,
in my belief, almost if not entirely in¬

dispensable to a just and impartial ad¬
ministration of thc criminal law. Has
not a man accused of crime a right to
some preparatory notice? Is it merci¬

ful, is it just, to arrest him without,
warning upon a bench-warrant charging
him with crime, and arraign him forth¬
with upon the indictment which the law
declares shall be tried at tim same tenn
at which found unless good cause bs
shown for a continuance/ The law
guarantees to every man accuse I of
crime the right to know the cause an 1
nature of his accusation and to la e

his accusers; and jet. deprive
defendant of all right to prelim¬
inary examination, aud what infor¬
mation does he have on this point
prior to coming to trial f Nothing save

that afforded by a naked inspection of
the written charge in the indictment.
The law doesn't even require that the

names of the accusing witnesses shall
be written on it. What man in such a

position, be he ne'er so innoent. bot
might well tremble tor thc consee'uence.s
when brought to trial 1 And yet, under
the condition ol'law "Fair Trial "C
argues for, a man might be indicted, ar¬

rested, arraigned, and tried in one day,
and if, upon arraignment, he pleaded
for a little delay, I know of nu ground
upon which he could obtain it as a mat¬
ter of riijht save to demand a list of his
jurors and the witnesses against him,
and he would be allowed only wreaum-
able time in which to examine these.
Xery true, it might be said thu no

court would force a defendant, just in¬
dicted and arrested, into trial without
affording him time to prepare his de¬
fence ; and this may be true ; but when
our dearest, most substantial rights
hang upon tba mere discretion ot a

judge, we hpld them bj slender tenure
indeed.

Counsel engaged in tha defiance of
criminal causes know full well that the
assist.ree afforded br tbs preliminary

gist and force of the charge disclosed,
and here first does the defendant meet
hia accusers md learn who they ure.

Indeed, what with the safeguards
against subornation and perjury afford¬
ed by the preliminary examination, or

the opportunity for contradiction or

impeachment, should witnesses attempt
to vary in their statements, to say
nothing of the assistance rendered to
counsel in determining and properly
directing the line of defence, it is not
easy, in my judgment, to imagine a right
secured to tbe prisoner of more real and
substantial good. It should rank equnl
with the rights of jeopardy and jury
trial themselves, although unfortunately
it does not; but how any one ever en¬

gaged in the defence of criminal prose¬
cutions, as 44 Pair Trial" says In has
been, can possibly see eny "dang¬
er .. folly " in such a law, I am unable
to conceive.

View it in what light I v.'.xy. Mr.
Fditor. in its relation to the beet inter¬

ests either of the Commonwealth "t th
accused, I feel constrained to say thv,
in my judgment, a repeal of the law in
question would be most heartily to I

deplored, and I trust tho honorable
members of the Legislature mtv a'
least pause and maturely consider be¬
bri (eying the axe at the root of ibis
tree.

1 bean this article. Mr. Editor, with
the immediate desire of speaking in de¬
fence of the law assailed by .* Fair
Trial," but I cannot dose it with.) it,
by your permission, saying that I trust.
nay. am fully convinced.that .. Pair
Trial's " stri -tores upon our Virginia
justices are in the main as harsh as they
aro undeserved. That they aro not

judges is true, but neither are they
pud as Midges they are not attorneys
for the Commonwealth, but neither do
tbey receive the fees ami emoluments of
this office : they arc not lawyers, but
they do not profess to bc : but in my
practice at least they have not cur*

tamly, as a .lassr, impressed them-
gglri s upon me either as

temptibic demagogues "

or 4* little bit-
of partisan cross-roads politicians."
and it seems rather a reflection upon
the people whose servant 4" Fair Trial "

states himself to be that they should
elect inch nun to hold their 0
a fi tr having elected "Pair Trill" is
their attorney for the Commonwealth,
A poorly-thanked, poorly-paid indi-

t idual is the Virginia justice, and yet
the Cilh'e is as ancient ami honorable as

any in the gift of the people.
Craving your pardon for having tris*

passed nt such length. Mr, E iltur, I
am, very respectfully,
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Prceident Adstni his returned from

an importsni trip lo VYsshiogton. Ile
went lhere to ippesr before thi
mittee on Agri rulture in the intel
a Lill whnh will greatly strengthen the
irgricultnrsl department io the Uni¬
versity. Ile gives th" following
tails in regard to the matter A bill is
before Coogreea proposing to giro $15.*
000 per jons to the agricultural ol-
legea established under thc Morril
of 1862, and for publishing the results
of those stations'. Hie feeling is tbsl
experiments are constautly carried
on at the agricultural colleges, the
result of which ought to be system¬
atically ina.le known lo the pub¬
lic; and a bill providing for the
of hating these results made known
was introduced in the li
was reported upon favorably !¦..
Committee on Agriculture and" wea

swamped in the multitude of bus
at thc end of the session. Another
bill substantially identical with the
former bill has been introduced in thc
present Congress and ii now nuder
consideration with the Committee on

Agriculture. Os Thursday last tins
committee gave a hearing to the Men 1-
'il the measure. Among those who
a'blressed thc committee were Presi¬
dent Adams, of the University:
President Willett!, of Michigan Ag¬
ricultural College President Attn rt in,
of Pennsylvania: ProfeSSOl Cook
New Jersey, ami Professor Rynders, ol
Ohio. These addresses were considered
so important by the committee thst they
were Itenographicsllj reported ami n
be embodied in the report of the com¬
mittee to Congress, lt is expected tbat
the committee will report unanimously
in favor of the passage of thc
Should it pass the House ol Repressnl i-

tives and the Senate and become a law
it will add $i5,"00 per year to the
working ability of the University. 1 h>-
bill requires the appointment of a di¬
rector of the experimen; station and
such subordinates as are necessary to

cany on the woik efficiently. The
friends of the measure believe that it
will add immensely to the means for
agricultural work done at the l<
colleges in this country..I ii fl S.V.
Journal.
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